
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2020

SPONSORSHIP DECK

Ronald Reagan Building & International Trade Center

"Conversations in the African Diaspora"

DMV BLACK RESTAURANT WEEK

1ST ANNUAL

Awards Dinner & Scholarships Gala

Supporting Washington Informer Charities 501(c)(3)



THE EVENT
 DMV Black Restaurant Week's 1st Annual Awards and Scholarship Gala
celebrates the legacy and influence of D.C. area chefs and hospitality
professionals who paved the way and shaped the industry in a broad and
meaningful way. It is a celebration of cuisine from the African Diaspora,
and the launch of Black (Food) History Month. With curation led by author,
host, and celebrity Executive Chef Rahman “Rock” Harper,  a 3-course
dinner will be served featuring foods from the African Diaspora. Recipes
honoring the past and the present are bound to delight everyone’s palate.

 
HONOREES  
Bridge Award :  Chef Clifford Thomas, a centenarian and one of the first
black executive chefs for the J.W. Marriott Corporation, for his
contributions that helped to increase diversity in the hospitality industry,
particularly in corporate food management. Chef Thomas’s career spans
more than 50 years at venues where he excelled, shared his love of food
across generations, and positively influenced the culinary and hospitality
landscape. 
 

Stanchion Award :  Awarded to a local Chef, who is a veteran culinary
instructor with a demonstrated passion for using food as tool to change
lives. This chef is honored for respecting culinary traditions and for
tirelessly carrying on the legacy of by exposing the next generation to the
culinary arts.
 

Champion Award :  Honoring a local, philanthropic business owner who is a
champion in the hospitality industry, providing support, promoting
diversity, and providing opportunities. 
 

Plexus Award :  In appreciation for working to position businesses in the
industry to succeed, grow, and thrive, this award is given to one who is a
constant advocate for restaurants in the area and who strives to connect
restauranteurs to  opportunities for education, resources and opportunities.
(Plexus is a system or a network)

 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Three (3) scholarships will be awarded to culinary students graduating high
school in Spring 2020 to help them pursue culinary arts and hospitality
education. 
 
Join us in this amazing night and experience Culture, Education, & Good

Food at the 1st Annual Awards Dinner & Scholarship Gala  presented by

DMV Black Restaurant Week  and Washington Informer Charities !



WASHINGTON INFORMER CHARITIES

Washington Informer Charities is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that
helps children and adults reach their fullest potential through providing
opportunities to improve and strengthen their literacy skills. We establish
and support programs that improve reading ability, and expand overall
access to learning.Strengthening education, knowledge and the skills of our
youth, lead to real opportunities for our children and better outcomes for all
of our citizens and the world we live in. Among other initiatives,
Washington Informer Charities provides and promotes services that uplift,
encourage, and motivate our youth in a positive manner.
 
Our foundation began with a vision to improve literacy for every child and
adult no matter who they are or where they live. We harbor love, hope,
promise, and inspiration to those we serve.We help spur collaboration by
enlisting like-minded partners within government, the private sector, and
non-profits, who provide resources to help our children and adults succeed. 
                                                                                               - Denise Rolark Barnes



DMV BLACK RESTAURANT WEEK
CULTURE. EDUCATION. GOOD FOOD.

DMVbrw is an advocate for the growth of the community as the

bulwark of social enterprise.  We believe that sustained

community growth in its fullest happens when everybody has

access to resources, services, education, and training.  Our mission

is to increase the awareness of black-owned restaurants and food

service providers by creating an ecosystem to support

and sustain the community. This is done through the following:   

Create awareness and understanding of shared community

values; provide support and resources available to all in the

restaurant industry; deliver education for current and future

community stakeholders; provide access to professional

development and training for area youth; curate opportunities to

celebrate the uniqueness of the DMV through the culture of

FOOD.  To us DMVbrw is not just about a week, it’s about impact

in the community all year round. We use food as a force for good

and our motto is culture, education and good food.



THE "WHY"

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics

(bls.gov/cps/cpsaat11.htm) ,  black head chefs and chief cooks make
up just 17% of the industry .  Great strides have been made to

expand opportunities and to increase diversity in the hospitality

industry. And, there has been a significant increase in Black chefs

at some of the highest Michelin-rated restaurants, locally and

around the world. Yet, many of them go without recognition, and

their stories remain untold.

 

Black chefs in history include James Hemings ,  older brother of

Sally Hemings, who in 1787, became the chef de cuisine at Hôtel

de Langeac, Jefferson’s personal residence in France, where he

cooked for politicians and celebrities; Abby Fisher ,  born in 1832 ,

who became known for her pickling recipes, won many state fairs

and awards, and was one of the first African American to publish

a cookbook; Zephyr Wright ,  who was the longtime personal chef

of the Late President Lyndon B. Johnson and influenced his

signing of the Civil Rights Act; Edna Lewis, author, seamstress,

and renowned celebrity chef who "refined" the American view of

Southern Cooking; and Joe Randall ,  veteran of the hospitality and

food industry who's contributions to the industry has earned him

the respect of many.

 

We offer you the opportunity to help ensure that these and other

groundbreaking black chefs with their numerous

accomplishments in the industry do not go unnoticed. 
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Furard Tate, Co-Founder 

DMV Black Restaurant Week and
Gala Dinner Chair

 
sponsors@dmvbrw.com

202-681-2770


